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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
PRESS RELEASE


At its 161st Session held in Cairo, Egypt in September, 1997, the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) adopted the Universal Declaration on Democracy.  In 2007, the United Nations General Assembly in New York proclaimed 15th September of every year as the International Day of Democracy.


The day was declared in order to celebrate democracy and to ensure that democracy is protected.  The first International Day of Democracy was celebrated on 15th September, 2008 by over 50 Parliaments under the umbrella of the IPU.

This year, the international commemoration for the day was held in Gaborone, Botswana on 15th September, 2009, under the theme: “Democracy and Political Tolerance”.

The Malawi National Assembly will commemorate this very important day on 22nd September, 2009, with a number of public events at a function to be held at Capital Hotel, Lilongwe.  The Rt. Hon. Speaker will be the Guest of Honour.  The events will include traditional dances, speeches and a panel discussion on the topic: “The Role of Parliament in ensuring political tolerance to spur development”.
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